MONIKA LEININGER
As a community organizer and advocate, Monika has worked on a variety of
environment and energy campaigns across the state, including helping Laramie to pass
and implement its Carbon Neutral by 2050 Resolution. Prior to becoming a community
organizer, Monika completed her undergraduate degree at the University of Wyoming
where she received a bachelor’s degree in social work, and environment and natural
resources. In 2017, Monika completed her master’s in social work, writing her thesis on
rural environmental justice issues. Born and raised in the West, Monika has a deep
understanding of the intersection between energy production and the environment, and
is committed to a just transition for workers and communities. Outside of work, Monika
is hiking, hunting, and fly fishing with her young pup named Rocky Raccoon.

KARA COLOVICH
Kara grew up in Lander and now calls this beautiful place home. She sits on the City of
Lander’s Energy & Environment Task Force and is a member of the Lander Climate
Action Network (LCAN). This April, LCAN contracted Kara as a Greenhouse Gas Inventory
Specialist to produce the city’s first greenhouse gas inventory—an influential component
in the city’s climate action planning.

DR. MARGARET REDSTEER
Dr. Margaret Redsteer is an internationally known climate change scientist,
conservationist, and advocate for culturally competent science. As an assistant professor
at the University of Washington Bothell, she teaches classes on environmental issues,
climate change adaptation and natural disasters. She previously led a 20-year career
with the U.S. Geological Survey addressing environmental issues on Native American
tribal lands. Dr. Redsteer interleaves geomorphologic, climatologic, and ecologic data
with investigations of land use history and policy in her research. She focuses on the
consequences of global change as reflected by interactions of landscape processes,
changing vegetation communities, and climate and their consequences for marginalized
populations. By incorporating Indigenous knowledge from tribal elders about the
changes they have observed, her research elucidates the effects of increasing aridity in
poorly monitored regions of the U.S. This research communicates the relevance of
ecosystem change to the livelihoods of those who are most vulnerable. Dr. Redsteer was
the recipient of the Oregon State University Distinguished Alumni Award (2020), the
Montana State University Ordinary Extraordinary Women Award (2019) and the Eugene
Shoemaker Science Communication Award (2018). She also received the SAIGE (Society
of American Indian Government Employees) Leadership award in 2013, while employed
at the Department of Interior. She received a Ph.D. in geochemistry in 1999, a master’s
degree in Earth sciences in 1994, and a bachelor’s degree in geology in 1989.

JARAD O'BRIEN
Jarad O'Brien is an undergraduate student at the University of Wyoming majoring in
applied mathematics and minoring in sustainability/energy resource management.
Currently, he serves as the interim organizer for the Alliance for Renewable Energy of
Laramie (ARE) in affiliation with the Powder River Basin Resource Council. In his spare
time, Jarad enjoys various activities such D&D, gardening, and random outdoor
adventures.

COLLEEN FRIDAY
Colleen is an enrolled member of the Northern Arapaho tribe. She works to protect and
restore Indigenous conservation priorities focused on water, buffalo restoration, treaty
rights, and ancestral foods. Her background includes field research on Native plant
communities throughout the wide-ranging ecosystems of the Wind River Reservation.
Colleen grew up in the community of Arapahoe and earned degrees in rangeland
ecology and watershed management, and environment and natural resources.

DR. ROBERT DAVIES
Dr. Robert Davies is a physicist whose work focuses on global change, complex systems,
and human vibrancy. He has delivered hundreds of public lectures―to policymakers,
business leaders, civic organizations and faith communities―and his “performance
science” theatrical collaboration The Crossroads Project | Rising Tide, co-created with
the Fry Street Quartet, has been performed across the U.S. and in three countries. He
has served as a scientific liaison for NASA’s International Space Station project; as a
project scientist with Utah State University’s Space Dynamics Laboratory; and as an
officer and meteorologist in the United States Air Force. Dr. Davies has served on the
faculty of three universities, is a past Associate of the Utah Climate Center, and is
currently Professor of Professional Practice with Utah State University, where he holds a
joint appointment in the Dep’t of Physics, USU’s Ecology Center, and the Caine College
of the Arts.

KARA CHOQUETTE
For over 13 years, Kara Choquette has been helping The Anschutz Corporation develop
and permit two of the nation’s largest and most significant renewable energy projects.
Those are the 3000+ MW Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project in Carbon
County, Wyoming, and the 732-mile interregional TransWest Express Transmission
Project to provide critical new grid connectivity across the western U.S. Kara became
director of communications and government relations for these separate projects in
2009. She previously worked in the water/energy sector for an engineering firm now
owned by Jacobs Engineering Group, and she spent nine years at Xerox Corporation
focused on communications related to environmental, technology innovation, and
financial issues. Kara also now serves on the board of the Wyoming Energy Authority;
she was nominated by Wyoming’s governor and confirmed by the Wyoming Senate to
this role in March 2022. The primary statutory purpose of the Wyoming Energy Authority
is to “diversify and expand the Wyoming economy” through electric and energy
infrastructure and resources.

DR. RACHAEL BUDOWLE
Rachael is an assistant professor of community resilience and sustainability in the Haub
School of Environment and Natural Resources at the University of Wyoming. As a
cultural anthropologist, she aims to engage with Wyoming communities in her research
and teaching. One of her main areas of scholarship is local sustainability
transformations and climate action, which leverages her years of valuable practitioner
experience prior to her time in academia. Over the past several years, she and her
students have participated as university partners and provided technical support for
both Laramie and Teton County climate action planning efforts. She is eager to share
those experiences and celebrate community partners’ leadership for climate action at
the summit.

DR. BRYAN SCHUMAN
Dr. Bryan Shuman is a Wyoming Excellence Chair professor in the Department of
Geology and Geophysics at the University of Wyoming and currently serves as the
Director for the UW-National Park Service Research Station at the AMK Ranch in Grand
Teton National Park. Shuman's research focuses on past and future climate changes and
their impacts on water and ecosystems. He is a co-author of the recent Greater
Yellowstone Climate Assessment as well as research publications covering topics ranging
from wildfire to drought.

ALICIA COX
Alicia Cox is the Executive Director of Yellowstone-Teton Clean Cities, she has been with
YTCC since 2011. Yellowstone-Teton Clean Cities works to promote and advance
alternative fuels and sustainable transportation options in the transportation sector
throughout the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE). Under Alicia's leadership,
Yellowstone-Teton Clean Cities has secured and managed over $1 million in grant
funding to deploy alternative fuel vehicles and electric vehicle charging stations
throughout the region. Alicia is passionate about the use of clean fuels to protect and
preserve the GYE's pristine ecosystem.

JOHNNY ZIEM
Johnny Ziem has worked for the Town of Jackson for 24 years in various departments
and in various capacities. Johnny is the current Assistant Public Works Director and
assists in overseeing work within the Public Works Department. Johnny has worked on
numerous solar projects, wastewater efficiency projects, EV charging projects, and
Complete Street Projects with an emphasis on multi-modal transportation.

ERIN O’DOHERTY
Erin O'Doherty has served on the City Council of Laramie Wyoming since 2019 and is the
liaison to the City/County Environmental Advisory Committee. She has worked on
recycling and energy efficiency education since childhood. She and her husband James
built a well-insulated passive solar house which rarely needs any secondary heating,
even on our coldest winter days. She holds a Ph.D. in ecology and worked as a wildlife
ecologist for the research branch of the USDA Forest Service for 15 years.

MELINDA K. COX
Serving her second term on the Lander City Council, Melinda is the Executive Director of
Juvenile Justice Services and Treatment Courts Fremont County. Currently, Melinda
serves as the City Liaison for the Energy and Environment Task Force and the Lander
Senior Center.

